

April 20, 2025
Jeffrey Khabir, M.D.
Fax#:  989-953-5339
RE:  Ronald Shephard
DOB:  03/25/1944
Dear Jeff:

This is a followup Mr. Shephard unscheduled visit for a change of kidney function.  He has chronic kidney disease with prior documented right-sided retroperitoneal bleeding without recurrence.  Last visit here was in January.  A new test shows a big change of kidney function.  You asked me to reassess urgently.  He has not been in the emergency room.  Looks like the dose of his Bumex was increased one or two months ago from once to twice a day because of some edema.  Presently denies any nausea, vomiting, dysphagia or diarrhea.  No bleeding.  Good urine output.  No infection, cloudiness or blood.  Presently no gross edema.  No chest pain, palpitations or dyspnea.  No orthopnea or PND.
Medications:  I reviewed medications.  I would like to highlight the expose to Neurontin, Bumex, on Coreg, Zetia, Victoza, Lipitor and insulin Lantus.  No antiinflammatory agents.
Physical Examination:  Weight 214 stable and blood pressure by myself 106/60 on the left-sided large cuff.  No respiratory distress.  Lungs are clear.  Premature beats, background appears regular.  No pericardial rub.  Overweight of the abdomen.  No edema.  Nonfocal.
Labs:  Most recent chemistries few days ago, creatinine up to 2.97 from a baseline around 2.5.  Normal sodium, potassium, acid base and calcium.  If this will be a steady state GFR of 20 stage IV.  A1c at 5.9.
Assessment and Plan:  Acute on chronic renal failure question related to recent increase of Bumex dose.  Blood pressure in the low side but not symptomatic.  No symptoms of uremia, encephalopathy or pericarditis.  I am decreasing the Bumex to once a day.  He will check weights at home and blood pressure.  If edema recurs very well could be explained from the expose to gabapentin and Neurontin.  Blood test to be updated on the next few days.  Last imaging back in 2023 there were no obstruction or urinary retention.  At that time there was simple cyst on the right-sided.  We have done prior testing for renal artery stenosis with renal Doppler being not suggestive or negative back in October 2023.  All issues discussed with the patient and I text you briefly my impression and change on medications at the time of visit in front of the patient.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient. Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction. Patient verbalized understanding.
Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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